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MANAGEMENT PLAN 

YAKUTAT SET GILL NET FISHERY - 1988 

INTRODUCTION 

The Yakutat Area encompasses the waters of Alaska between Cape Suckling and 
Cape Fairweather. The area is divided into two fishing districts; the 
Yakataga District between Cape Suckling and Icy Cape, and the Yakutat 
District between Icy Cape and Cape Fairweather. A1 1. five salmon species are 
harvested in the Yakutat Area, with sockeye, coho, and pink salmon comprising 
the majority of the catch in that order of importance. Set gill net gear is 
the only net gear permitted in the Yakutat Area, with approximately 140-160 
commerci a1 set net entry permits renewed annually. Set net permit holders in 
the Yakutat Area do not have registered sites and.may fish in any open 
fishing area. They may also move between fisheries in the area during the 
season, as long as not more than one river is fished concurrently. 

The overall salmon production in the Yakutat Area is currently below histori- 
cal levels but shows signs of recovery. Catches as high as 800,000 fish 
annually have occurred while the recent ten year average catch is 370,000 
fish. Set net gear accounted for approximately 414,000 salmon during the 
1987 season which represented approximately 87% of the Yakutat total catch, 
with troll gear accounting for the remainder. 

Each of approximately 11 different fisheries (plus a few more smaller systems 
that are fished on some years) are managed in-season using catch per unit of 
effort and escapement information. The poor visibility in many glacial 
streams prevents in-season observation of salmon spawning escapements. In 
those glacial systems, parent year escapement estimates and in-season catches 
are relied upon for management. The goal of in-season management is to 
regulate fishing time and area in each fishery to provide adequate escape- 
ments and allow a harvest of fish surplus to spawning escapement require- 
ments. 

During 1988, the various fisheries can be expected to open on the following 
dates: 

A1 sek River - June 13 
East River - June 27 
Yakutat Bay (south of 5g040' N. lat.) - June 13 
Situk-Ahrnklin Lagoon - June 20 
Manby Shore - June 20 
Sudden and Manby Streams - June 27 
Lost River - June 20 
Italio River - Emergency Order Opening 
Remainder of the Yakutat District - June 27 
Yakataga District (except Tsiu River) - June 13 
Tsiu River - Emergency Order Opening 



Since  no formal f o r e c a s t  program e x i s t s  f o r  t h e  Yakutat f i s h e r i e s ,  expec ta-  
t i  ons a r e  der ived  from pa ren t  y e a r  commerci a1 ca t ch ,  spawning escapements,  
and 1 ocal obse rva t ions  of  r e a r i n g  cond i t i ons .  Expectat ions f o r  t h e  1988 
Yakutat Area f i s h i n g  season a r e  f o r  average t o  above average sockeye salmon 
r e t u r n s ,  average t o  above average coho salmon r e t u r n s ,  and average pink 
salmon r e t u r n s .  

INDIVIDUAL FISHERIES 

Most of  t h e  ind iv idua l  s e t  g i l l  n e t  f i s h e r i e s  begin t h e  season with t a r g e t e d  
sockeye salmon f i s h i n g  i n  mid-June. The sockeye salmon season g e n e r a l l y  
extends i n t o  August, and by l a t e  August coho salmon dominate t h e  ca t ch .  The 
only t a r g e t e d  pink salmon f i s h e r y  occurs  i n  t h e  sou theas t  po r t ion  of Yakutat 
Bay ha rves t ing  salmon r e t u r n i n g  t o  Humpy Creek. S e t  g i l l  net f i s h e r i e s  i n  
t h e  Yakataga D i s t r i c t  ha rves t  p r imar i ly  coho salmon. However, i n  1988, 
po r t ions  of t h e  a r ea  w i l l  open in  l a t e  June f o r  exp lo ra to ry  sockeye f i s h i n g .  
Chinook salmon a r e  harves ted  i n c i d e n t a l l y  dur ing  t h e  sockeye f i s h e r i e s  i n  
some a reas .  

A7sek River 

The Alsek River f i s h i n g  a rea  i s  l oca t ed  45 mi les  sou theas t  o f  Yakutat.  I t  i s  
a major t ransboundary r i v e r  d ra in ing  a l a r g e  a rea  e a s t  o f  t h e  c o a s t a l  range. 
I t  extends approximately 130 mi les  from i t s  mouth up - r ive r  i n t o  t h e  Yukon 
T e r r i t o r y  of Canada. The U .  S ./Canada border  i s  approximately 40 mi 1 e s  
upstream from t h e  r i v e r  mouth. The Alsek River suppor ts  major popula t ions  of 
chinook, sockeye, and coho salmon, and small popula t ions  o f  pink and chum 
salmon. All of t h e  chinook salmon, a ma jo r i t y  of sockeye salmon, and 
approximately 50% of t h e  coho salmon a r e  thought  t o  spawn i n  t h e  Canadian 
po r t ions  of t h e  dra inage .  A count ing weir  has been opera ted  by t h e  Canadians 
s i n c e  1976 on t h e  Klukshu River ,  approximately 125 mi les  upstream o f  t h e  
Alsek River mouth. I t  i s  es t imated  t h a t  approximately 60% o f  t h e  chinook and 
sockeye salmon of t h e  A1 sek River dra inage  a r e  K l  ukshu River  s tocks .  

Major f i s h e r i e s  on t h e  Alsek River c u r r e n t l y  inc lude  t h e  Alaskan commercial 
s e t  g i l l  n e t  f i s h e r y  i n  t h e  lower 14 mi les  of  t h e  r i v e r  and ad jacen t  ocean 
waters ,  and Canadian s p o r t  and subs i s t ence  f i s h e r i e s .  Spor t  and subs i s t ence  
f i s h e r i e s  i n  t h e  Alaskan por t ion  of  t h e  r i v e r  a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  minor, t ak ing  
l e s s  than 200 salmon annual ly .  

A1 a s  kan A1 sek River salmon 1 andi ngs have averaged approximately 15,000 
sockeye, 4,600 coho, and 250 chinook salmon annual ly dur ing  t h e  l a s t  f i v e  
yea r s .  The cornparabl e annual Canadian subsi s t ence  and s p o r t  ha rves t  has 
averaged approximately 400 chinook, 3,000 sockeye, and 100 coho salmon. 
H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  a chinook salmon d i r e c t e d  s e t  g i l l  n e t  f i s h e r y  was conducted 
dur ing  May i n  t h e  Alaskan waters  of t h e  r i v e r .  However, due t o  depressed 



returns, the directed fishery has been closed since 1962.- Chinook salmon are 
harvested incidentally during the sockeye salmon fishery in early June. 

The 1988 Alsek River sockeye salmon return i s  expected to  be above recent 
year levels.  Although the early portion of the return i s  expected to  produce 
a harvestable surplus, the major strength of the sockeye run i s  expected from 
the l a t e r  run segments, which enter the r iver  beginning in mid-June. 
Gil lnet ters  are cautioned that  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  forecast sockeye salmon 
return strength t o  the Alsek River as was evident in 1987 when the return 
developed considerably be1 ow pre-season expectations. The department will 
need to  monitor the 1988 fishery closely t o  evaluate r u n  strength based on 
the current year information. The return of chinook salmon is not expected 
t o  produce any f i sh  surplus t o  spawning needs. 

As in 1987, the i n i t i a l  Alsek River opening for  the 1988 season will be 
delayed for  one week until the second Monday of June (June 13). This 
compares to  a two-week delay that  had been implemented from 1983 through 
1986. Corresponding to  t h i s  delayed opening, the Canadians have indicated a 
conservative management approach for  the i r  subsistence fishing season, until 
mid-August, t o  l imit  the harvest of early r u n  sockeye salmon. These conser- 
vation e f fo r t s  should lead to  healthier early r u n  sockeye returns in future 
years. The i n i t i a l  weekly fishing period will be 24 hours with the opening 
beginning a t  noon. The period will be closely monitored and could be 
extended i f  the return of early r u n  sockeye salmon'is of suf f ic ien t  strength 
and the harvest of chinook salmon can be minimized. The duration of future 
fishing periods wi 11 be based upon inseason eval uati on of sockeye salmon 
catches and ef for t  levels.  

As during recent years, a historical catch and escapement model will be used 
as a management tool to  estimate total  r u n  size.  This model has proved 
successful and will be an important component of the inseason management 
process. However, the model does not provide re l iab le  estimates for  the 
early portion of the return. Fisherman are encouraged t o  discuss the model 
with the department s t a f f .  

This early season opening i s  intended to  harvest sockeye salmon. To minimize 
the incidental take of chinook salmon, g i l l  nets will be res t r ic ted  t o  a 
maximum mesh s ize of s ix  inches through July 3 .  Set g i l l n e t t e r s  are en- 
couraged to minimize the incidental harvest of chinook salmon as much as 
possible t o  a s s i s t  rebuilding of the depressed Alsek River chinook salmon 
stock. 

The Alsek River sockeye salmon return i s  generally complete by early to  mid- 
August. Following the sockeye salmon season, the fishery will be managed for  
harvesting coho salmon. Coho salmon management will be based on the com- 
parison of the current year fishery performance with his tor ical  performance 
t o  determine fishing time. 

The Alsek River surf fishing area can be expected to  be open during the same 
time periods as the inriver fishery. The surf fishing areas includes the 
shore1 ine, 3/4 of a mile in each direction, from the r iver  mouth t o  the 
outermost bar where the surf breaks. 



East  River 

The East River i s  a short and clear  r iver  originating from upwellings and 
local drainages of the eastern portion of Dry Bay. The Doame River joins the 
East River approximately 4 miles upstream from the East River mouth. 
Relatively few sockeye salmon enter the Doame River drainage, which supports . 

predominantly coho salmon. A large lagoon i s  located a t  the junction of the 
two r ivers ,  where sockeye, chum, and coho salmon ripen pr ior  t o  moving 
upstream t o  spawn. Commercial f ishing occurs in two areas: 1) below the 
lagoon t o  the mouth, a distance of 3 1/2 miles, and 2) in the ocean waters 
adjacent to  the r iver  mouth within 2 miles each direction of the mouth, out 
t o  500 yards from the shore a t  low t ide .  Within the ocean waters, there are 
two groups of fishermen: those who f i sh  d i rec t ly  in the breaking waves and 
those who remain outside these breakers. East River salmon catches have 
averaged approximately 100,000 sockeye, 13,000 chums, and 6,000 coho salmon 
during the l a s t  f ive  seasons. 

The resu l t s  of recent scale aging analysis has c la r i f ied  tha t  Doame River 
sockeye stocks contribute the major portion of the early season salmon catch 
a t  the East River fishery. The Doame River sockeye salmon population i s  
small and currently i s  n o t  large enough to  support a directed commercial 
harvest. In recent years, early season g i l lne t t ing  periods on the East River 
have been the same as the adjacent Alsek River fishery. To conserve Doame 
River sockeye salmon, the i n i t i a l  opening of the 1988 East River fishery i s  
being delayed until  June 27. 

The East River sockeye salmon stock begins to  enter the r iver  i n  l a t e  June. 
Beginning on June 27, the weekly fishing periods will be based on East River 
sockeye escapement observations, e f f o r t  1 eve1 s, and fishery performance. As 
in recent years, up-river closures may be necessary during highwater periods 
t o  minimize the harvest of the f ish schooled in the lagoon tha t  move down . 

r iver  during these periods. 

By l a t e  August, the East River sockeye salmon r u n  i s  usually over and f a l l  
chum and coho salmon become the predominate catch fo r  the remainder of the 
season. The f a l l  season generally extends into l a t e  September. Chum salmon 
are the predominate species caught in the f a l l  fishery, although coho salmon 
are an important managment consideration. In-season management during the 
f a l l  fishing period will be based on fishery performance information. 

The East River surf fishing area can be expected to  be open during the same 
time periods as the in-river fishery. The surf fishing area i s  defined by 
regulation t o  be adjoining ocean waters within 500 yards of the shore a t  low 
t ide  and two miles east  and west of the mouth of the East River. 



Situk-Ahrnk7 i n  and Lost Rivers 

The Situk-Ahrnkl in lagoon i s  the  s i t e  of the  o ldes t  and, h i s t o r i c a l l y ,  the  
most productive f i shery  in the  Yakutat Area. Located approximately seven 
miles by road from Yakutat, i t  normally supports the  1 arges t  concentration of 
f i shing e f f o r t  in Yakutat. Fishing occurs primarily in the  lagoon, although 
some f i sh ing  occurs a t  the  r i v e r  mouth and in the adjoining sur f  f i sh ing  
area. Sockeye during t he  summer and coho salmon during the  f a l l  comprise the  
major portion of the  harvest.  Si t u k  River catches have averaged approximate- 
l y  32,000 coho, 23,000 sockeye, 8,000 pink, and 500 chinook salmon during the  
most recent  f i v e  year period. 

The Lost River i s  located a shor t  d is tance  from the  Si tuk River. Fish from 
both r i ve r s  a r e  harvested in the  Lost River f i shery .  For t h a t  reason, the  
Lost River i s  included in the  same weekly f i sh ing  periods as es tabl ished f o r  
the  Si tuk River f i shery  during the  summer sockeye salmon season. During the  
f a l l  coho salmon season, the  Lost River i s  managed independent of the  Si tuk 
River f i shery .  

The Situk River sockeye salmon r u n  i s  current ly  depressed from h i s t o r i c a l  
l eve l s .  During the  f i r s t  20 years of the  f i shery  (1904-1924) over 300,000 
sockeye salmon were harvested annually. During t he  next.20 year period 
(1925-1945) over l O O , O O O  sockeye were harvested annually. In the  l a s t  40 
years the  Si tuk River sockeye harvest has averaged about 50,000 f i sh .  The 
harvest in recent  years has been considerably below 50,000 f i s h ,  except in 
1987 when 63,000 sockeye salmon were taken. 

The 1988 sockeye salmon escapement goal range f o r  the  Si tuk Lakes portion of 
the  drainage i s  40,000 t o  55,000 f i s h .  This i s  lower than the  escapement 
goal of 80,000 t o  100,000 used fo r  recent years.  The change was based on an 
evaluation of recent ly  avai lable  spawner-recruit information. 

The strength of the  1988 Situk River sockeye salmon re turn  i s  uncertain.  The 
parent year (1983) sockeye salmon spawning escapement was approximately 
68,000 f i s h ,  which i s  above the  current  escapement goal. Although, no formal 
forecas t  of re turn  s t rength  i s  avai lable ,  some harvestable surplus of sockeye 
salmon i s  expected. Management wil l  have t o  be based on inseason evaluations 
of sockeye salmon r u n  s t rength .  

The season opening date  f o r  the  Situk and Lost Rivers wil l  be, a s  speci f ied  
by regula t ion,  the  t h i rd  Monday i n  June (June 20). The duration of the  
opening wil l  be dependent on sockeye r u n  s trength.  Indications of r u n  
s trength wil l  include Situk River weir counts, lower r i v e r  f l o a t  counts, and 
subsistence f ishing success. Thi s information w i  11 be compared t o  h i s t o r i c a l  
information. I f  a poor sockeye salmon r u n  develops, conservation act ions  can 
be expected in a l l  f i she r i e s  harvesting these re turns .  

As in recent  years,  a migration r u n  timing model wil l  be employed t o  est imate 
the  t o t a l  Si t u k  River sockeye salmon re turn .  However, t he  model does not 
provide r e l i a b l e  r u n  s i z e  est imates unt i l  ea r ly  July.  



An average r e t u r n  o f  chinook salmon i s  expected t o  t h e  S i t u k  River  i n  1988. 
S ince  chinook salmon a r e  taken i n c i d e n t a l l y  i n  t h e  set g i l l  n e t  f i s h e r y ,  t h e  
S i t u k  River  commercial c a t ch  o f  chinook salmon i s  l a r g e l y  dependent on t h e  
f i s h i n g  t ime allowed f o r  sockeye salmon. Chinook salmon escapements have 
b e n e f i t t e d  by t h e  l i m i t e d  e a r l y  season sockeye f i s h i n g  time allowed i n  r e c e n t  
y e a r s .  'As e a r l y  season s e t  g i l l n e t t i n g  i s  expected,  chinook salmon will 
become more o f  a management concern i n  1988 than  du r ing  r e c e n t  y e a r s .  The 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  conserve  chinook salmon w i l l  depend on t h e  s t r e n g t h  of t h e  
e a r l y  p o r t i o n  of t h e  sockeye salmon r e t u r n  and t h e  need t o  h a r v e s t  t h e  
a v a i l a b l e  f i s h .  Depending on t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  both t h e  chinook and sockeye 
salmon runs ,  conse rva t ion  a c t i o n s  may be necessary  t o  reduce t h e  i n c i d e n t a l  
t a k e  o f  chinook salmon. G i l l n e t t e r s  a r e  encouraged t o  avoid h a r v e s t i n g  
chinook salmon whi le  t a r g e t t i n g  on sockeye salmon. 

S tee lhead  t r o u t  occas iona l ly  b u i l d  up i n  t h e  S i t u k  River  awai t ing  h ighe r  
water  l e v e l s  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  ocean. When t h e  ou t -migra t ion  occu r s  i n  l a t e  
June t h e r e  i s  a p o t e n t i a l  t o  ha rves t  a s i g n i f i c a n t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  spawning 
popula t ion .  I f  a major ou t -migra t ion  i s  expected du r ing  a scheduled open 
g i l l n e t t i n g  per iod ,  a s  i nd i ca t ed  by a major ra ins torm,  t h e  opening may be 
delayed f o r  a day o r  two t o  reduce t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  a high i n c i d e n t i a l  c a t ch  
of s t e e l  head t r o u t .  

The f a l l  f i s h e r y  w i l l  begin i n  mid-August and may cont inue  through September. 
The f i s h e r y  i s  managed on t h e  b a s i s  of  coho salmon run s t r e n g t h  i n d i c a t e d  by 
t h e  ca t ch  and escapement obse rva t ions .  Coho r e t u r n s  are expected t o  be 
average o r  above f o r  t h e  1988 season. 

Yakutat Bay 

There a r e  f o u r  d i f f e r e n t  g i l l n e t t i n g  a r e a s  i n  Yakutat Bay: t h e  Monti Bay 
f i s h e r y  i n  t h e  southern po r t i on ,  t h e  Manby Shore ocean f i s h e r y  and the Manby 
Shore ins t ream f i s h e r y  along t h e  nor thern  shore ,  and t h e  Humpy Creek f i s h e r y  
i n  t h e  sou theas t e rn  po r t i on  o f  Yakutat Bay. 

Both the Monti Bay and Manby Shore ocean sockeye salmon f i s h e r i e s  ha rves t  
p r imar i l y  mixed s t o c k s  of  f ish d e s t i n e d  f o r  spawning s t reams south  o f  Yakutat 
Bay. In 1987, t a g  recovery d a t a  showed t h a t  approximately 50% of a l l  sockeye 
caught i n  Monti Bay were bound f o r  t h e  S i t u k  River .  During some ind iv idua l  
weeks, t h e  Monti Bay ca t ch  was v i r t u a l l y  a l l  o f  S i t u k  River  o r i g i n .  Because 
of  t h e  high ca t ch  r a t e  o f  S i t u k  River sockeye salmon, management o f  t h e  Monti 
Bay and Manby Shore ocean f i s h e r i e s  w i l l  cont inue  t o  be based on the need t o  
conserve o r  ha rves t  sockeye salmon r e t u r n i n g  t o  the S i t u k  River .  The most 
r ecen t  f i v e  y e a r  average salmon l and ings  i n  t h e  Monti Bay f i s h e r y ,  t h e  major 
ocean f i s h e r y  i n  Yakutat Bay, a r e  approximately 17,000 sockeye, 4,000 p ink ,  
3,000 coho, and 250 chinook salmon. 

The Monti Bay f i s h e r y  (waters  of Yakutat Bay south o f  5g040' no r th  l a t i t u d e )  
will open on t h e  second Monday of  June (June 1 3 ) ,  t h e  normal r e g u l a t o r y  
season opening d a t e .  The i n i t i a l  open per iod  will be a normal 2.5 day per iod  
from 6:00 a.m. Monday through 6:00 p.m. Wednesday. The scheduled r e g u l a t o r y  



opening date  f o r  t h e  Manby Shore ocean f i she ry  (waters o f  Yakutat Bay n o r t h  
o f  5g040' n o r t h  l a t i t u d e )  i s  Monday June 20. The f i s h i n g  p e r i o d  w i l l  
correspond t o  t h e  S i t u k  R iver  f i s h e r y  which i s  scheduled t o  open on t h e  same 
date. A d d i t i o n a l  sockeye salmon d i r e c t e d  f i s h i n g  i n  Monti  Bay and a long 
Manby Shore w i l l  depend on S i t u k  R iver  sockeye salmon r u n  s t reng th  assess- 
ment. 

Management o f  t h e  Manby Shore inst ream f i s h e r i e s ,  waters upstream o f  t h e  
mean h igh  t i d e  l i n e ,  w i l l  be base on t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  l o c a l  stocks. 
Dur ing t h e  summer season, these f i s h e r i e s  harves t  sockeye salmon p r i m a r i l y  
from Manby Stream and Sudden Stream. The f a l l  f i s h i n g  season t a r g e t s  on coho 
salmon, p r i m a r i l y  i n  Manby Stream, Sudden Stream, Esker Creek and Spoon 
River .  The i n i t i a l  open p e r i o d  can be expected on June 27. 

The Humpy Creek f i s h e r y  t a r g e t s  on p i n k  salmon r e t u r n i n g  t o  Humpy Creek i n  
t he  southeastern p o r t i o n  o f  Yakutat Bay. Annual harves ts  have ranged from 
none t o  100,000 p i n k  salmon. A  p i n k  salmon harvest  i s  expected a t  Humpy 
Creek f o r  t h e  1988 season, s ince t h e  parent  year  (1986) spawning escapement 
was average and environmental cond i t i ons  were good.' In-season management of 
t h i s  f i s h e r y  w i l l  be based on observed p i n k  salmon spawning escapement i n  
Humpy Creek and showings o f  p i n k  salmon i n  Yakutat Bay. The expected opening 
date fo r  t h i s  f i s h e r y  i s  l a t e  J u l y  o r  e a r l y  August. 

Akwe and I t a l i o  Rivers 

The Akwe River ,  l oca ted  approximately 35 m i l e s  south o f  Yakutat, i s  a  p a r t l y  
g l a c i a l  system. The lower seven m i les  o f  t he  r i v e r  a re  very wide and shal low 
f lowing p a r a l l e l  t o  t he  beach before en te r i ng  the  ocean. It i s  i n  t h i s  lower 
p o r t i o n  o f  r i v e r  t h a t  commercial f i s h i n g  takes p lace upstream t o  a  p o i n t  3.5 
m i l es  from t h e  mouth. The recent  f i v e  year  average Akwe R ive r  harves t  i s  ap- 
p rox imate ly  8,000 sockeye, 7,000 coho, and 100 chinook salmon. 

The parent  year  (1983) ca tch  and escapement i n fo rma t ion  f o r  t he  Akwe R ive r  
i n d i c a t e s  a  good sockeye salmon r e t u r n  f o r  the  1988 season. Increased 
sockeye salmon product ion  i n  t he  Akwe River  has r e s u l t e d  i n  a d d i t i o n a l  . . 

f i s h i n g  e f f o r t  du r ing  the  l a s t  f i v e  years. To ob ta in  good escapements, w i t h  
t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  f i s h i n g  e f f o r t ,  reduc t ions  i n  t he  normal 2.5 day weekly 
f i s h i n g  per iod,  enlargement o f  t he  c losed water area, and gear reduc t ions  
have been necessary. The sockeye salmon f i s h e r y  i s  scheduled t o  open on June 
27 and should extend through e a r l y  August. Thereaf te r  t o  t h e  end o f  Septem- 
ber  the  f i s h e r y  t a r g e t s  on coho salmon. An average coho salmon r e t u r n  i s  
expected f o r  t h e  1988 season. 

L i ke  the  Akwe River ,  the  I t a l  i o  R iver  i s  a  small producer, -suppor ts  -a small 
number o f  g i l l n e t t e r s ,  and con t r i bu tes  p r i m a r i l y  sockeye and coho salmon t o  
the  commercial f i s h e r y .  The I t a l  i o  R iver  i s  adjacent t o  t he  Akwe River .  The 
recent  f i v e  year  I t a l i o  R iver  harvest  has averaged approximately 1,500 
sockeye and 4,600 coho salmon. H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  i t  has produced sockeye salmon 
catches o f  over 20,000 f i s h .  



T h e - I t a l i o  River  changed i t s  cou r se  and flowed i n t o  t h e  lower Akwe River  
du r ing  t h e  winter o f  1986-87. The two r i v e r s  now s h a r e  a common mouth. Both 
t h e  I t a l i o  and Akwe River salmon s t o c k s  will be mixed t o g e t h e r  i n  t h i s  common 
mouth a r e a  and f o r  some d i s t a n c e  upstream i n  each r i v e r .  Determinat ion o f  
Akwe o r  I t a l i o  River  salmon run s t r e n g t h s  from f i s h i n g  success i n  t h e  
j unc t ion  a r e a  will no t  be pos s ib l e .  To minimize t h i s  problem, t h e  common 
r i v e r  mouth a r e a  will be c losed .  As i n  1987 t h i s  will i nc lude  a p o r t i o n  o f  
each r i v e r  above t h e  j unc t ion .  

The Akwe River  will be open upstream o f  markers approximately one-ha l f  mi l e  
above t h e  j unc t ion  t o  t h e  upper c losed  water  markers 3 1/2 mi l e s  from t h e  
r i v e r  mouth. The I t a l i o  River  w i l l  be open i n  a very  small  a r e a  beginning 
1/4 o f  a mi le  above t h e  j unc t ion .  F ish ing  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  
should be adequate  t o  a l low f u l l  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  sockeye and coho salmon 
s t o c k s  i n  both r i v e r s .  Inseason management w i l l ,  as i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  be 
based on f i s h e r y  performance and escapement information.  

Ka7iakh and T s i u  R i v e r s  

The Kal iakh and Ts iu  Rivers  a r e  l o c a t e d  approximately 125 mi l e s  northwest  of 
Yakutat i n  t h e  Yakataga D i s t r i c t .  These two r i v e r s  suppor t  on ly  a coho 
salmon f i s h e r y ,  which opens by Emergency Order when t h e  escapement i n d i c a t e s  
a good r e t u r n  i s  developing.  The Ts iu  River i s  . t h e  most p roduct ive  of t h e  
two r i v e r s  wi th  an average ha rves t  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  of  about 30,000 coho 
salmon. The Kal iakh River ha rves t  has averaged about 15,000 coho salmon i n  
r e c e n t  y e a r s .  Paren t  y e a r  (1984) ca t ch  and escapement i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  1988 
coho salmon ha rves t  should be average o r  b e t t e r .  

The coho salmon f i s h i n g  w i l l  begin August 1 i n  t h e  Yakataga D i s t r i c t  f o r  
t h r e e  days,  except  t h e  Ts iu  River.  The Ts iu  River  f i s h e r y  i s  expected t o  be 
i n i t i a l l y  open on August 22 f o r  a normal s p l i t  weekly per iod  from 9:00 a.m., 
Monday through 9:00 a.m., Tuesday and from 9:00 a.m., Wednesday through 9:00 
a.m., Thursday. 

As i n  1987, t h e  Yakataga Area, except  t h e  Ts iu  River ,  will i n i t i a l l y  be open 
t o  g i l l n e t t i n g  beginning t h e  second Monday o f  June (June 13) t o  a l low ex- 
p l o r a t o r y  sockeye salmon d i r e c t e d  f i s h i n g  e f f o r t s .  The i n i t i a l  open weekly 
f i s h i n g  per iod  can be expected t o  be o f  2.5 days d u r a t i o n .  The primary 
f i s h i n g  a r ea  i s  expected t o  be t h e  Kaliakh River .  

Other  Yakutat  Area Salmon F i s h e r i e s  

A few a d d i t i o n a l  r i v e r s  suppor t  very small f i s h e r i e s  and a r e  included under 
t h e  season s p e c i f i e d  f o r  t h e  remainder of t h e  Yakutat D i s t r i c t  and scheduled 
t o  open on June  27. Included i n  t h i s  ca tegory  a r e  t h e  Dangerous and Yahtse 
Rivers .  The h a r v e s t  i n  t h e s e  s t reams i s  p r i m a r i l y  coho salmon, averaging 
about 10,000 f i s h  annual ly .  Because o f  t h e  i n t e n s e  f i s h i n g  p r e s s u r e  and 
i n a b i l  i  t y  t o  monitor escapements adequately due t o  t h e  g l a c i a l  water  and 



remoteness o f  t h e  Yahtse River ,  a c losed  water  a r e a  has  been e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  
r e c e n t  y e a r s  t o  p r o t e c t  f i s h  schooled a t  t h e  mouths o f  t r i b u t a r y  spawning 
s t reams.  This  c l o s u r e  w i l l  be i n  e f f e c t  aga in  f o r  1988. 

Several  small coho s t reams a r e  l oca t ed  along t h e  f o r e l a n d s  west o f  t h e  Yahtse 
River t o  Cape Yakataga. These systems can not  suppor t  ins t ream set g i l l  n e t  
f i s h e r i e s  and w i l l  be c losed  dur ing  t h e  1988 season.  

The 1988 Southeas t  -Yakutat T r o l l  Fi shery  Management Pl an, avai  1 a b l e  a t  1 ocal 
Fish and Game o f f i c e s ,  p rovides  an overview o f  t h e  1988 t r o l l i n g  season.  

The ocean a r e a  o f f  t h e  S i t u k  and Lost River  mouths w i l l  aga in  be c losed  t o  
t r o l l i n g  from August 7 through September 20. The remaining a r e a  i n  s t a t e  
waters  from Si t kag i  B lu f f s  t o  the Grand P la teau  G l a c i e r  w i l l  be open t o  
t r o l l i n g  dur ing  t h e  same time a s  t h e  weekly f i s h i n g  pe r iods  on t h e  S i t u k  
River s e t  g i l l n e t  f i s h e r y  from August 7 t o  September 20, except  du r ing  
reg iona l  t r o l l  c l o s u r e s  when a l l  t r o l l  ing i s  c lo sed .  
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